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wheat, with cattle, with dairy produce, with potatoes, and with
sugar. Hence the Vichy Government is obliged, in order to
secure supplies for the free zone, to have recourse to the excess
production of the occupied zone. But Article 17 of the armistice
forbids any such transfer of produce without the authorization of
the Reich. And immediately the Reich will demand, in exchange
for what the free 2one asks from the occupied zone, the delivery
into the occupied zone of surplus produce from the free zone (and
in particular of colonial produce and ores).
To avoid this the Vichy Government obviously could have
satisfied the needs of the free zone by means of imports from
abroad. In the hypothetical case with which we are dealing, with
the occupied zone living solely on its own resources, the blockade
would have been raised to allow these imports. But another
difficulty, this time insoluble, would then have presented itself.
Since exportable products, except for wine, are very restricted,
almost the whole of the imports would have entailed the transfer
of money. As French paper money, thanks to inflation (itself
due to the occupation indemnity), is now valueless, the payments
would have to be made in gold. France's gold reserves would
have been very speedily exhausted at that rate.
(f) The Maintenance of the Prisoners. The question of the inter-
dependence of the zones is further complicated by that of the
maintenance of the prisoners.
According to the laws of war, Germany should provide proper
and sufficient food for the 1,800,000 French prisoners. Germany
fails to do so, and considerable consignments have to be sent them
from the free zone.
Thus by February 22, 1941, besides individual parcels, the
Government had already dispatched 240,000 bales of clothes,
3285 tons of ammunition bread, 445 tons of tinned meat, 205 tons
of jams and dates, 45 tons of cheese, tobacco, chocolate, and rice,
all from the free zone; 960 tons of provisions and clothing from
the occupied zone (Communique No. 32 of the Prisoners of War
Department). Clothing, ammunition bread, and preserved meat
continue to be sent, and 300 tons of dates and figs every week
(Figaro^ March 19, 1941).
Hence the Vichy Government by force of circumstances is
providing, at least in part, the subsistence of nearly two million
men who, as no one denies, are working for the Reich.
(*/) The Tolerance of Britain. Thus if raw materials destined for
peaceful manufactures are allowed to go through, or fertilizers
intended only for the free zone, or foodstuffs intended only for the
French, every straining of the blockade in the long run helps to
strengthen Germany^ war effort.